
 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 
APRIL 20. 2020 

 
Opening 
Attending: John Keener, Sandy Messick, Amy LaCroix, Clint Collins, Bill Jennison, Jennifer 
Prekeges  
John opened the meeting at 6:02 PM with a prayer. 

Sandy, 
John 

Finance Team 
1. Montana funds –certificates of deposit with the Disciples Church Extension Fund 

have been transferred to the Northern Lights Region, but the earnings are going 
to a Montana checking account.  The CDs need new authorized signers. 

Motion: Bill moved and Jennifer seconded that Sandy Messick, Bill Jennison, John 
Keener and Amy LaCroix be approved as signers for these CDs.  Motion was carried. 
2. Barnabas 2020 Fund – Ron Greene (Montana minister) has suggested that the 

region consider setting up a fund to make grants to individuals who have been 
financially harmed by the pandemic.  This would be a counterpart for lay 
members to the Lane-Salmon Fund, which provides monetary grants for clergy. 
Donations to the fund could be from those willing to donate their pandemic-
relief checks.  The Finance committee recommends that we “seed” this fund 
with a portion of the legacy gift from Origin Christian Church.   
We agreed to make grants from this fund in the amount of $500 per household, 
with a limit of $2000 total (4 grants) per congregation (with the possibility of 
changing the latter as we see the need in different congregations).  Applications 
would be funneled through congregational pastors to the Executive Committee.  
The Executive Committee will review applicants by email every 2-3 weeks 
(depending on the influx of applications).   

Motion: Bill moved and Amy seconded that we create an emergency fund to address 
needs of congregants affected by the coronavirus pandemic, and that we encourage 
individuals to contribute to this fund.  The motion passed.  The language of 
describing the fund was modified slightly, and assent to the new version was 
obtained by email on 4/22/20. 
3. Recommendations for use of gifts – we have several gifts whose distribution is 

pending.  For the Peterson and Origin funds, the amount over $50,000 will go to 
the Permanent Fund.  From the Peterson fund, $25,000 will be used to fund and 
operate remote technology, to facilitate satellite meetings of the new region.  
We would essentially “stash” equipment in churches with individuals trained to 
operate it. From the Origin legacy gift, the committee recommends $15,000 to 
the Barnabas Fund and $30,000 for leadership development for regional leaders, 

Bill 



as well as challenge grants for congregations looking toward adaptive change.  
Unallocated funds from the Peterson and Origin gifts totaling $27,200 will be put 
into the permanent fund.  The University CC legacy gift of $1.5 million was sent 
directly to the Christian Church Foundation, specifically the Bostick Fund.  The 
Finance Committee recommends that we consider keeping a fund equal to 6-12 
months of our normal operating expenses.   

Motion: The Finance Committee moved that the gifts be allocated as follows: 
         
       Peterson bequest $83,486 (currently held as cash) 
    $55,686 to Permanent Fund 
    $2,800 to remaining NLR creation expenses (legal fees) 

$25,000 to fund the creation of remote Regional           
meeting sites (consultation, equipment and training) 
perhaps the Peterson NLR Technology Fund 

 
        Origin gift  $78,555 (currently held as cash) 
    $33,555 to Permanent Fund 
    $15,000 to Barnabas 2020 Fund 

$30,000 to fund Regional Leader Development 
Challenge 

 
        University Christian Church gift $1,500,000 to Permanent Fund (already at the 

Christian Church Foundation)  
 
Clint seconded the motion.  The vote was favorable. 
4. Disciples Mission Fund – giving is down overall, as expected due to the 

pandemic.  It is not yet clear how much this will affect the region.  Thankfully, 
the Northern Lights Region has resources, enough to share with congregations, 
pastors, and other individuals.  Bill will circulate the Financial Dashboard to the 
Executive Committee as soon as it is available. 

 
Clint closed with a prayer.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:07 PM PDT/8:30 PM MDT.  

 
Barnabas 2020 Grants 

Northern Lights Region, Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 

 

Description: The Barnabas 2020* Fund aims to bring together those with resources 
and those with need to live out our values of true community during the COVID-19 
pandemic. The fund aims to provide one-time financial assistance grants to lay 
participating members** of Northern Lights Region congregations who are experiencing 
financial hardship because of the COVID-19 Pandemic.  Grants are limited to up to 
$500/household and $2000/congregation. Grants will not be made to persons who have 
experienced only loss of investments. 

 



Application Process: Pastors may nominate persons from their congregations to 
receive grants directly from the Region. The application, submitted via email must 
include:  

• Recipients name and address (for sending check) 
• Indication of loss of income due to COVID-19 
• Financial needs (i.e. medical expenses, utilities, rent, food, etc.) 

 

Applications should be emailed to Regional Minister, Sandy Messick 
(sandy@northernlightsdisciples.org). Applications will be reviewed and approved by the 
Executive Committee of the Northern Lights Region at the end of each application 
deadline. 

Initial application deadlines: May10, June 1, July 1, August 1, 2020. Additional 
application periods will be approved as funds allow and need exists. 

 

Funding: Financial resources for this fund will come from two sources: 

1. The Executive Committee has approved an initial contribution of $15,000 from 
the Origin Church Legacy Gift to seed this fund. 

2. Individuals are encouraged to give to this fund through designated donations to 
the region. We encourage those receiving stimulus checks who do not have need 
to consider donating a portion of these resources to this fund in the spirit of 
Barnabas who used his resources to help others while also remembering the 
needs of their local congregations and other mission commitments.  

 

 

Approved by the Exec. Committee, Northern 
Lights Regional Board, April 20, 2020 

 

 

*The name of the fund refers to Barnabas, an early Disciple who, according to Acts 
4:37, “sold a field that belonged to him, then brought the money, and laid it at the 
apostles’ feet,” so it could be distributed to those who had need. 

 

**Participating member is defined by the pastor and congregation making the 
application. The intention is to provide grants to those who are connected and have a 
relationship to our Northern Lights congregations. 

mailto:sandy@northernlightsdisciples.org)

