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ONE CAMP - MANY SPACES 
 

Join us for One Camp-Many Spaces, a 
virtual summer camp experience following 
the “This is Our Prayer” curriculum. 
 

On July 27th-31st at 5pm AKDT, 6pm PDT, 
7pm MDT we will be gathering visually 
from wherever your community feels 
comfortable. For some this may involve 

gathering your youth and children at the 
church, while others may gather 
individually with their families from home. 
This camp format is for all ages to come 
and celebrate the ways in which we gather 
in prayer, and seek after God. 
 

Using Zoom, there  will be time for re-
connecting with old camp friends and 
making new ones, sharing in songs and 
activities.  Offline activities will include a 
keynote based on the scripture for the day, 
and project options for home or your local 
gatherings. 
 

It is our hope that as we have camp 
together from many spaces we can come 
together and explore the many ways in 
which we pray, and seek connection even 
when we are not able to gather at our 
usual camp locations. 
 

Registration Choices @  
 northernlightsdisciples.org 

1. Individual/Family  $5 

2. Church $20 
 

Registration gives access to the One Camp 
– Many Spaces web portal where you will 
find  the Zoom link for each day, resources 
and material lists for activities you can 
choose from, and the daily keynote all 
using the “This is Our Prayer” curriculum. 

“Elvis has left the building.” 
 

Elvis was uniquely popular . . . a mega-
star in the music industry.  This phrase 
was the closing signature at the 
conclusion of Elvis concerts used to 
disperse crowds who lingered in hopes 
of an encore.  That catchphrase was 
born following an Elvis performance at a 
show in Shreveport Municipal Memorial 
Auditorium in Louisiana on December 
15, 1956.  With Elvis performing his act 
in the middle of the show, the 
announcer needed to quiet the 
audience so that the remaining 
performers could play. 
 

Apparently, it worked.   
 

Since then it has become a popular 
catchphrase and punchline used to refer 
to anyone who has exited in some sense 
(even death).  As houses of worship shut 
down for quarantining back in March for 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the phrase 

(Continued on page 2) 

REFLECTIONS ON THE JOURNEY 
A moment with Guest Columnist and 
Regional Moderator, Rev. John Keener 

https://northernlightsdisciples.org/summer-camps/
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popped up in a slightly revised form . . . “The church has left 
the building.”  Probably meant as a “tongue in cheek” attempt 
to put a humorous spin on the situation, it revealed a greater 
truth that many of the faithful and religious failed to grasp at 
first.  That truth is that the “church” is not the building . . . it is 
the people. 
 

Pandemics are harsh companions to endure in the dance of 
life.  Often, they are not good partners as they yank us out of 
our so-called normal and routine dance to lead us in the 
unexpected movements of a dance that is strange and 
unknown to any of us.  So overwhelming is this intrusion 
many of us feel lost and floundering.  It has opened our eyes 
and made us realize that dance has changed . . . that there is 
more than one dance . . . and, that we may never dance the 
way we used to dance. 
 

It has opened our eyes.  Exposed us to “new truths” and 
revealed to us “old truths”.  One of those “old truths” is that 
the church is not the building, it is the people.  We have paid 
lip service to this truth for many generations, but the fact is 
we have known this since the “church” was born.  There were 
no “church buildings” in the beginning and the scriptures 
describe a vibrant and powerful ministry and presence that 
swept through the masses.  The “church” in the beginning 
was the people . . . and, still is.  If nothing else, the pandemic 
has opened our eyes to this truth. 
 

It is true that “the church has left the building” during this 
pandemic.  During this time houses of worship of all faiths 
have worked creatively to live as the “church” minus the 
building.  There have been new ways of worshiping, new ways 
of doing ministry, of connecting to one another, being 
supportive, of reaching out and being involved in the world 
around us.  Creativity has been reborn as we are learning new 
dance steps from a partner who continues to surprise us a 
daily basis.  We have come to re-affirm what we always 
knew . . . the “church” is not a building; it is the people.  We 
have discovered the key to thriving . . . others. 
 

I am not sure that I believe that the pandemic has pushed the 
faithful into new forms of being the “church” or of doing 
ministry.  What I believe is that it has made us pause, reflect, 
and come to realize that the answer to our struggles in what 
many have seen as the death of mainline bodies of faith was 
with us all along.  Sort of like the fact that Dorothy in the 

Wizard of Oz always had the key to go home.  We have always 
known that the “church” is the people.  Now we must live it 
as the truth. 
 

We’ve got a good start.  I have been impressed by the efforts 
of so many of the congregations across the region as they 
have worked tirelessly towards loving and caring others away 
from the old model of “church” . . . outside the building.  For 
many the building is still there, but the “church” has moved 
out into the world.  In the world it has discovered new life, 
new purpose, and new spirit.  It has not been easy, but I have 
heard so many affirm the joy and excitement of walking with 
Jesus where it really matters the most . . . among the people. 
 

As we slowly move back into our places of worship . . . back 
into our buildings, the goal is not to lose focus on the “real 
church” . . . the “real body of Christ”.  We do not want to fall 
back into old and familiar ways that limit our presence, 
power, and ministry.  We don’t want to get stuck in four walls.  
We want to continue to dance this new dance. 
 

It is true that “the church has left the building”.  At the same 
time, it has discovered itself.  Despite the difficulty of the 
times, we have found a new energy, a new spark, a new way 
of being faithful . . . a new way of being “church”.  It all comes 
down to people . . . to others . . . and loving them. Sometimes, 
like Saul on the road to Damascus, we need to be knocked off 
of our high horse to realize the truth.  The truth will set us 
free. 
 

Yep, “church has left the building.”  Let us rejoice!      

(Continued from page 1) 

REMINDER REGIONAL MINISTER ON 
SABBATICAL 
 

Sandy Messick is on sabbatical during the month of July. To 
cover some of what she does, these people have volunteered 
to step in and take over: 
 

• Pastoral Care concerns: Rev. Dr. Kara Markell 
• Chaplains Gathering, July 14: Rev. Tim Shipe facilitating 
• Region-wide Fireside Chats: returning in August 
• Weekly Congregational Pastors’ Gatherings: Rev. Chris 

Snow facilitating 
• Search and Call questions or Congregational Concerns: 

Please contact Amber Saladino with questions 
(amber@northernlightsdisciples.org). She will connect you 
with another regional minister if necessary for phone or 
videoconference support. 

mailto:amber@northernlightsdisciples.org


TRAVEL (virtually) TO COLUMBIA 
 

Are you longing to travel but are not able due to the 
pandemic? Are you curious about Christians in other parts of 
the globe? Do you have a passion for justice and peace in our 
world? If so read on! We have an exciting “virtual 
pilgrimage” to Colombia set for September 2020. 
 

The Global Ministries Committee of the Pacific Northwest 
Conference - United Church of Christ/ Northern Lights 
Region of the Disciples of Christ (Christian Church) is seeking 
16 households to take part in a Virtual Pilgrimage, 
September 21-26, 2020, with members from our 
denominations’ partner organizations in Colombia. The Global Ministries Committee has been in conversation with Justapaz: 
Mennonite Center for Justice, Peace & Nonviolent Action and the Peace Commission of the Evangelical Council of Colombia for 
two years, hoping to establish a partnership between them and our area churches. 
 

A People to People Pilgrimage was proposed for September, but was canceled due to the Covid-19 pandemic. A Virtual 
Pilgrimage will take its place. Participants will meet for 1-2 hours each day over a four day period (September 21-26). We will 
share information, personal witness, cultural highlights, worship experiences, and there will be opportunities for dialogue 
between the persons on what a partnership between the groups might look like. 
 

Applicants must be willing to attend planning meetings in preparation for this event, do background reading about Colombia’s 
history, geography, culture, faith expression, and the current social dynamics, and commit to share their experience with their 
member churches. The representatives from Colombia will be committing themselves in sharing their stories and applicants 
must show a high level of commitment in receiving these stories and be willing to share those stories with people from our 
culture. 
 

Knowledge of Spanish is helpful but not required. A computer with a camera and good internet access is necessary to make this 
work. For more information please contact Mary Olney-Loyd (maryolneyloyd@gmail.com) or Rick Russell 
(myrtos@comcast.net).  
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Please hold these congregations in prayer during the month of 
July and into August: 
 

 

• July 5-11: United Church, Moscow, ID (Pastor Jodie Tooley) 
• July 12 – 18: First Christian, Mount Vernon, WA (Pastor 

Steve Coleman, Assoc. Pastors: Rev. Liz and Jack Miller) 
• July 19-25: First Christian, Olympia, WA (Pastor Amy 

LaCroix) 
• July 26- Aug. 1: First Christian, Orofino, ID (Pastor Clarence 

Howard) 
• Aug 2-8: Othello Christian, Othello, WA (Pastor Adam Janes) 
• Aug 9-15: JourneyBe Christian, Polson, MT (Pastor John 

Payne) 

 

mailto:maryolneyloyd@gmail.com
mailto:myrtos@comcast.net
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DISCIPLES NEWS 
 

ADDRESSING RACISM IN 
YOUR CHURCH 
How are you addressing 
racism in your church? 
 
Through its free webinar series New Church Hacks, New 
Church Ministry brings together a diverse panel of experts 
that provide clever solutions to tricky problems and empower 
faith leaders with the tools, tips, and how-tos to start, 
strengthen, and sustain congregations. Its most recent 
episode, “16 Action-Hacks to Attack Racism,” taught 
participants to: 
 
• Dismantle racism from the pulpit and beyond 
• Engage anti-racism training at all levels of their church 
• Support organizations and community activists that are at 

the frontlines 
• Discuss different ways in which others are fighting against 

racism 
• Celebrate humanity’s rich cultures and diverse ethnic 

backgrounds and traditions 
 
Joining host Terrell McTyer (Minister of New Church 
Strategies) were featured guests April Johnson (Minister of 
Reconciliation), Mark Anderson (President and CEO of the 
National Benevolent Association), and Yvonne Gilmore 
(Associate Dean at the Disciples Divinity House of the 
University of Chicago).  

 
To view a recording of this and past episodes, visit the New 
Church Hacks page.  
 
Following the webinar, the host and guests moved to 
Facebook Live for a Q&A with participants. Visit the ministry’s 
Facebook page to watch!  
 
New Church Ministry is a ministry of the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) in the United States and Canada that 
trains, equips, assists and multiplies emerging and affiliating 
congregations and leaders.  

A place to share news from our Northern Lights 
Region congregations, clergy, and leaders. 
 

First Christian, Tacoma, WA-  is proud to announce that, in 
cooperation with the Low Income Housing Institute, we have 
applied to the city of Tacoma to host a site on our campus for 
a Tiny House Community as transitional housing for the 
homeless.  We covet your prayers as we await a decision.   

To submit a Community Connection, please email 
office@northernlightsdisciples.org with your news.  Be sure 
to include your name, the congregation’s name, and any 
relevant links or other details.  We edit for readability and 
space as necessary. 

https://newchurchministry.org/services/new-church-hacks/
https://newchurchministry.org/
https://newchurchministry.org/
https://reconciliationministry.org/
https://reconciliationministry.org/
https://www.nbacares.org/
https://ddh.uchicago.edu/contact/yvonne-gilmore-associate-dean/
https://newchurchministry.org/services/new-church-hacks/
https://www.facebook.com/NewChurchMinistry/
https://disciples.org/
https://disciples.org/
mailto:office@northernlightsdisciples.org

