
Water front Policy—when a facility does not provide oversight of the use of the waterfront.  
• When possible have at least one person who holds certifications in or equivalence to 

lifeguarding, waterfront safety, and/or small craft safety.  
o When the above certifications are not available have at least two adults present 

who have demonstrated the ability to effectively use a throw bag or other water 
safety device that does not require the individual to enter the water.  

• In slack water (lake or other body of water with no current)  
o Position the adults/certified individual around the swimming area where all 

participants can be monitored and easily attended to in the case of an 
emergency.  

• In a body of water with a current 
o Evaluate the area for the following hazards 

 Current—if the smallest expected participant could not easily stand or 
easily regain footing in the current do not go swimming.  

  Entrapments—anything that can snag/hold one underwater, from the 
force of water preventing them from swimming free. Remove if possible 
or avoid this area if not avoid the area of the entrapment.  

 Strainer—places in which branches act like a sieve that keeps victim from 
passing through and often times can result in holding a person 
underwater. Remove if possible, if not avoid the area of the strainer.  

o Position one adult/certified individual down stream of the participants, with a 
throw bag or other water safety device,  where they can be monitored and easily 
attended to in the case of an emergency.  

o Have another adult positioned near the middle of the group, with a throw bag or 
other water safety device,  where the participants can be monitored and easily 
attended to in the case of an emergency.  

• Swim test. In consultation with those who know the area and/or water safety individual 
establish a swim test to determine the strength of the simmer and what areas they can 
and cannot swim in.  

• If there is any hesitancy or concern, err on the side of caution. While water can be fun to 
play in, it can also be very dangerous if not treated with respect.  


