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A social hour via Zoom was held Friday evening, Nov. 13, 2020.  Approximately 35 people enjoyed trivia 
games led by Transitional Regional Minister Sandy Messick.  We shared greetings and information. 

Welcome – the business meeting of the Regional Assembly of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
in the Northern Lights Region commenced at 9:10 AM (PST) with about 100 people in attendance.  
Moderator John Keener opened with a welcome to this historic assembly, both for the Northern Lights 
region and because it is virtual.  He offered a prayer asking for leadership and vision.  Transitional 
Regional Minister Sandy Messick reviewed Zoom etiquette and ways to interact during the meeting. 

The first order of business is a roll call of the regional congregations: 

• First Christian Church, Anchorage, AK 
• First Christian Church, Bellingham, WA 
• Central Christian Church, Billings, MT 
• Seekers Harbor Faith Community, Billings, MT 
• Grand Ave. Christian Church, Bozeman, MT 
• First Christian Church, Bremerton, WA 
• Chelan Christian Church, Chelan, WA 
• First Christian Church, Clarkston, WA 
• Creston Christian Church, Creston, WA 
• Memorial Christian Church, Ephrata, WA 
• Bethesda Ministries, Everett, WA 
• Korean Crystal Christian Church, Everett, WA 
• Central Christian Church, Great Falls, MT 
• First Christian Church, Helena, MT 
• Missiongathering, Issaquah, WA 
• Joliet CC, Joliet, MT 
• Kennewick Christian Church, Kennewick, WA 
• First Christian Church, Kent, WA 
• Samoan Congregational First Christian Church, Kent, WA 
• Lake Washington First Christian Church, Kirkland, WA 
• First Christian Church, Longview, WA 
• United Christian Church, Miles City, MT 
• First Christian Church, Missoula, MT 
• First Christian Church, Mount Vernon, WA 
• First Christian Church, Olympia, WA 
• Othello Christian Church, Othello, WA 
• First Christian Church, Port Angeles, WA 



• First Christian Church, Puyallup, WA 
• United Christian Church, Renton, WA 
• Northwest United Protestant Church, Richland, WA 
• Journey Christian Church, Seattle, WA 
• Northwest Christian Church, Seattle, WA 
• Queen Anne Christian Church, Seattle, WA 
• Welcome Table Christian Church, Seattle, WA 
• North Hill Christian Church, Spokane, WA 
• Samoan Christian Church, Spokane, WA 
• First Christian Church, Sumner, WA 
• First Christian Church, Tacoma, WA 
• First Christian Church, Vancouver, WA 
• Englewood First Christian Church, Yakima, WA 
• United Christian Church, Yakima, WA 

The folks at Helena FCC put together a quilt with squares representing many of our congregations. 

A greeting from our General Minister and President, Rev. Terri Hord-Owens was shared.  She welcomed 
the new region into the General Church and wished us great blessings. She invited us to look for and 
participate in the new things that God is doing. 

State of the Region report – Sandy reminded us that we had great plans for our first year, but we could 
not foresee what would happen with the pandemic.  Our congregations and the region have 
nonetheless shined.  Our mission is to connect congregations and pastors to each other, to the work of 
the wider church, and to the resources they need to do ministry in their communities.  The region is the 
connective tissue.  Moderator-elect Amy LaCroix shared ways that the region is connecting clergy, 
including regular Zoom gatherings and Google groups.  In addition, monthly fireside chats with Sandy 
have been offered to all members of the region.  Our new Northern Lights Disciples web site also 
provides an opportunity to highlight congregations and share ideas.  John spoke of ways that we are 
maintaining connections with the General Church and the wider community of Christians, through the 
regional web site and other technological means.  He lifted up General Minister Terri and other leaders 
of the General Church who regularly share on Facebook, Twitter, etc. and the Disciples of Christ web 
site.  Being connected with congregations in our regions and nationwide has sustained us through this 
difficult time.  Sandy noted that the Chaplain Endorser for the General Church, Tom Yates, is in our 
region.   

The region has also become a conduit for grants and other opportunities to sustain us during the 
pandemic; many churches and individuals have been blessed by these offerings.  Grants include 
technology assistance grants, Lane Salmon grants for clergy, and Barnabas 2020 grants to individuals 
affected by the pandemic.   

Second Saturdays to Shine – on the second Saturday of each month, the region will be offering an 
opportunity to learn and share, with topics centered around congregational transformation, justice 
ministries, and spiritual growth.  These events will be synchronous, but Sandy will look into recording 
them.   



Though the year did not turn out as expected, we have in many ways become closer because we are 
weathering the pandemic together.  It has allowed us to find new ways to connect and to work together.  
Shine on, Northern Lights region, shine on! 

Financial Report – Treasurer Bill Jennison provided a prerecorded financial report.  He thanked the 
Finance Team (Monica Myers-Greenberg, Bill Robey, Mark Wilton, Leann Budeski) for its work.  The 
region is doing okay financially through the third quarter of the year.  The DMF giving is down 9-10%, 
less of a loss than might be expected given the pandemic. Congregational giving and annual fund giving 
are about as expected.  Legacy gifts received in 2019-20 from Origin Christian Church and University 
Christian Church have provided significant stability to our permanent fund and therefore to the income 
of the region.  Expenses (especially travel) are down due to the pandemic.  We should be in pretty good 
shape at the end of 2020. 

Top-ten DMF and top-three direct-giving congregations were honored for their stewardship.  Two 
congregations that were included no longer have a visible presence, but continue to support the region 
through their ongoing legacy gifts.  We celebrate all of the gifts that undergird the ministries that we 
accomplish together as the Northern Lights region.  Sandy thanked Bill for his report and all 
congregations and individuals for their financial support. 

Business item 20-5: Nominating committee report (p. 11 of the business docket) and slate of officers, 
representatives, and members of the Commission of Ministry 

MOTION from committee; vote via Zoom poll; vote is unanimously in favor.  Congratulations to 
the elected officers, representatives and Commission on Ministry members. 

Sixtieth anniversary of Disciples Seminary Foundation (video) – this organization supports many of our 
seminarians and offers scholarships and other support.  DSF is in partnership with five schools of 
theology and religion, including Seattle University School of Theology and Ministry.  Sandy noted that 
the School of Theology and Ministry is ending its work; one Northern Lights student will be able to 
complete her studies there. 

Installation of Officers (prerecorded) – this is the first set of officers and representatives for the 
Northern Lights region.   Leaders are reminded of the servant-leadership of Jesus, and they promise to 
serve in that spirit.  Sandy has vases for the moderator and moderator-elect, vessels to serve as 
reminders that we are keepers of the vision. 

Business item 20-4: calling of the transitional regional minister and president (p. 10 of the docket) – the 
position is titled “transitional” at Sandy’s request, to remind us that the region will be transitioning to 
the point of being ready to call a new regional minister.  Doug Garner noted that the committee asked 
her to serve for a longer term but Sandy gave a firm “no.” Several commented that this is a great choice. 

MOTION from the regional board at its September 2020 meeting; vote via Zoom poll; vote is 
unanimously in favor of the call. 

Global Ministries (prerecorded) – Mary Olney-Loyd, co-chair of the regional Global Ministries (GM) 
team, presented the report.  The team has representatives from both the Northern Lights Disciples and 
the Pacific Northwest Conference of the United Church of Christ (UCC).  Global Ministries connects us 
with missionaries serving on our behalf, including Andrew Larson who serves in the Philippines and Zeda 



Zacharison who serves in Lebanon.  The GM team is developing partnerships with two organizations in 
Colombia to promote justice and peace, JUSTAPAZ and the Peace Commission of the Evangelical 
Churches of Colombia.  This fall, 16 people took a virtual pilgrimage to Colombia, guided by general 
church staff.  The group sent humanitarian supplies to Medio San Juan Choco, a state populated 
primarily by Afro-Colombian and indigenous peoples.  Food and pandemic supplies were transported by 
motorized canoe to 6 remote villages.  A video about the journey was shared.  Colombia has been in a 
state of civil war for 60 years, and at times the team delivering the supplies was prevented from 
conducting activities by paramilitary groups. 

The GM team will be recommending to the regional board and the conference board of the UCC that we 
open up partnerships with these two Colombian organizations. 

Regional Assembly Planning Team – included Sylvia Oneal, Gary Shoemaker, Tamalyn Kralman, Barb 
Lancaster, Kara Markell, George Roper, LeAnn Budeski, Sandy Messick, and Amber Saladino.  They 
originally made plans for an in-person event, then changed the date, then moved to a virtual assembly.  
The team was able to roll with the changes and we are experiencing the result of their efforts.  Those 
present applauded their efforts. 

Memorial for pastors – Sandy noted the passing yesterday of Lela Coleman, wife of Steve Coleman, 
pastor at FCC Mt. Vernon.  A memorial video honored those who have passed since 2018, including Rev. 
Hubert Locke, Rev. Cliff Peightal, Rev. Gene Kidder, Rev. Paul Holland, Rev. Dick Donovan, Rev. Roger 
Cone, and Rev. John Nesby.  Sandy offered a prayer of thanksgiving for their lives, faithful and well lived. 

Communion – the invitation to communion was offered by Clint Collins and the prayer of blessing by 
Jennifer Prekeges.  Sandy gave the words of institution and we partook of communion, each in our own 
home. 

Youth and Children’s Ministry – Chris Snow announced a virtual regional youth group, meeting via 
Zoom on the last Sunday of each month. 

Worship service – tomorrow’s service is entirely online, thanks to Kara Markell and her team.  Rev. 
Derek Penwell of Douglass Boulevard Christian Church in Louisville, KY is the guest speaker.  The service 
will be available through mid-week at the regional web site. 

Announcements: 

• Mary Olney-Loyd invites interested persons to participate in a monthly call with partners in the 
General Church and in Colombia. 

• Sandy and regional administrator Amber Saladino will work to get the videos shared today to be 
available on the regional web site. 

Closing – Moderator John Keener closed the business meeting at 11:22 AM PST.  He reminded us that 
we are part of a bigger story, and we are responsible for keeping the story going.   

Attendees were invited to join a breakout room to visit with a few other people.  We are invited to talk 
about what our congregations are doing during the pandemic, how to stay connected with each other, 
and activities of the regional church. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 



Jennifer Prekeges, secretary 


