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NORTHERN LIGHTS REGIONAL BOARD MEETING 
MAY 17, 2020 VIA ZOOM VIDEOCONFERENCE 

 
Attending: 
 

Name Office Attendance 
John Keener Moderator present 
Amy LaCroix Moderator-elect absent 
Jennifer Prekeges Secretary present 
Bill Jennison Treasurer present 
Clint Collins Anti-Racism/Pro-Reconciliation Rep present 
Gretchen Mertes Personnel Committee Rep Present 
Rick Lewis Nominating Committee Rep present 
Kara Markell Commission on Ministry Rep present 
Doug Garner Big Sky Area Rep present 
Emily Comstock Big Sky Area Rep present 
David Carringer Columbia Area Rep present 
Open position Columbia Area Rep  
Gary Shoemaker Salish Sea Area Rep present 
Kylie Wright Salish Sea Area Rep absent 
Colin McRaney Tahoma Area Rep present 
Herema Puono Tahoma Area Rep Present 
Leslie Smith Youth/Young Adult Rep present 
Arie Bomgaars Youth/Young Adult Rep present 
Sandy Messick Transitional Regional Minister present 
Chris Snow Youth and Children’s Ministries Coordinator absent 

 
Call to Order and Centering Thoughts/Opening Prayer 
Moderator John Keener called the meeting to order at 7:05 PM MDT/6:05 PM PDT.  He 
shared that he and his small congregation this morning lifted up the nation, the region, 
and the fires, as well as challenges within their own congregation.  The service at the 
table was especially meaningful, as members were able to gain respite from their 
burdens, if only for a short time.  John was thankful for the presence of Christ in the 
service and in the people of his congregation. 
 

John, 
Sandy 

Review and Affirmation of Minutes of 5/17/20 Regional Board Meeting 
Action: There were no additions or corrections to these minutes. Gary moves and Rick 
seconds that the minutes stand approved as presented.  The vote is favorable. 
 

Jennifer 

Review and Affirmation of Executive Committee Decisions 
Action:  

1. Approval of trust agreement with Journey Christian Church, Seattle 
2. Consolidation of permanent funds into 4 accounts with the Christian Church 

Foundation 
3. Resignation of Yessie Jarvey and election of Arie Bomgaars to the Regional Board 

Jennifer 



4. Approval of $2000 in funding for the Global Ministries Virtual Pilgrimage to 
Colombia 

These decisions were affirmed by consensus. 
 
Financial Report 
     Treasurer Bill Jennison reviewed the dashboard.  We are well below budget in DMF 
giving (although comparable to last year).  Individual and congregational giving to the 
region are similar to last year.  Our decreased income is more or less matched by 
decreased expenses.  The Finance Committee recognizes that it will have a challenge in 
estimating income for next year’s budget.   
     Bill reviewed the 4 CCF funds.  One of those, a legacy of Bellevue CC, is intended to be 
spent; we need to spend it down based on the categories given by the BCC bequest.  CCF 
will likely recommend a 4% maximum withdrawal, which will amount to about $125,000.  
Bill noted the variability in the return on investments due to stock market fluctuations. 
     Overall, we are in okay shape.  
 

Bill 

Regional Minister’s Report 
     Sandy continues to stay home due to the coronavirus pandemic.  She enjoyed her 
sabbatical but did not do any traveling. She is starting to “gently” travel to significant 
events in the lives of congregations.  Congregational pastors are meeting weekly, 
chaplains and regional members are meeting monthly, and Sandy meets with the regional 
ministers, all by Zoom.  She is currently leading Healthy Boundary training with a variety 
of options.  She is unable to look very far ahead.  Other notes: 

• General Assembly, planned for July 2021 in Louisville, has been cancelled. 
• Office Manager Amber Saladino is out of the office for the next two weeks. 

 

Sandy 

Reports of Commissions and Committees 
1. Youth and Children’s Ministry coordinator – Chris is not with us, his report is 

attached.  He is working on a region-wide youth group and other methods of youth 
learning (for example a region-wide pastor’s class). 

2. Commission on Ministry – Kara reports that the CoM met Friday and Saturday and 
that the group is becoming very comfortable for meeting via Zoom.  This looks to be 
a good long-term solution for this group.  They are discussing the changing 
landscape of theological education and how that might affect us in the region.  
Seattle University’s School of Theology and Ministry (STM) will close, and the 
Disciples Seminary Foundation (DSF) is in the rethinking stage after doing a large 
staff cutback and eliminating scholarships for the 2020-21 academic year.  Doug 
asked about licensed lay ministers; Sandy believes they should have received a 
certificate of standing as commissioned ministers from the Northern Lights Region. 

3. Global Ministries (joint with United Church of Christ) – Mary’s report is attached.  
Sandy says that a group of 16 is beginning a “virtual pilgrimage” to Colombia next 
week.  This is a preliminary interaction with Justapaz, a peace organization in that 
country, with the goal being a partnership with the Global Ministries group. 

 
Chris 
 
 
Kara 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mary 
Olney-
Loyd 
 
 

  



Business: 
1. Arnett Scholarship at Christian Theological Seminary – this comes out of the closing 

of STM.  Loren Arnett was head of the WA Association of Churches for many years.  
A scholarship was established in his name at STM.  Given its impending closure, 
June Arnett has asked to establish a scholarship at Christian Theological Seminary in 
Indianapolis.  The region would receiving reports and possibly have input into 
choice of scholarship recipients.  The funding for the scholarship comes from 
University CC, as a part of its legacy.  STM has returned the money donated to the 
UCC Legacy Foundation.  The agreement with CTS is still being negotiated; the 
current draft is attached below.  Sandy notes that there are two pots of money at 
STM that we are negotiating to have returned to the region for future scholarships 
to Disciple students. 

MOTION: Bill moves and Doug seconds that we work in partnership with CTS on this 
scholarship.  The motion carries. 

2. 2020 Slate of Officers – the current Regional Board needs to recommend the slate 
of officers (it had been previously approved by the Northwest and Montana regions 
in preparation for the Regional Assembly planned in May).   

MOTION: Rick moves that the slate be forwarded to the Regional Assembly.  The vote is 
favorable. 

3. Calling of Sandy Messick as Transitional Regional Minister through June 2023 – Gary 
notes that in his 40 years of ministry, he has found Sandy to be the best in this role. 

MOTION: Gretchen moves and Doug seconds that we recommend Sandy be called as our 
Transitional Regional Minister through June 2023.  The motion passes unanimously. 

4. Regional Assembly – will be held virtually Nov. 14-15.  The business meeting will be 
9-11:30 PST on Saturday morning, including breakout rooms for getting to know one 
another.  A prerecorded worship will be available for Sunday morning, with Derrick 
Penwell (intended keynote speaker) bringing the message.  A virtual display area 
and 2020 Northern Lights T-shirts will also be available. 

 

 
Sandy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
John 
 
 
 
 
John 
 
 
 
Sandy, 
Gary, 
Kara 

Closing Prayer/Adjournment 
The next regional board meeting will be November 22, again via Zoom.  We will have to 
vote on the 2021 budget, and may have a disciplinary policy and personnel policy to 
review.  Sandy closed with a prayer. 
 

John 

 
Respectfully submitted,  

Jennifer Prekeges, secretary 


