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In July, members of the Regional Minister Search Committee facilitated listening 

sessions at our two youth camps (Cane Ridge West and Gwinwood). 

The Committee’s August meeting was spent with the Rev. April Johnson, Executive 

Director of Reconciliation Ministries, who led us through two hours of antiracism 

training specific to our Regional Minister search process. 

The next step in preparing a regional profile and job description for posting the 

Regional Minister opening in the Northern Lights Region is to conduct more listening 

sessions around the Northern Lights Region.  Our goal is to hold in-person sessions in 

each of the four areas (Salish Sea, Tahoma, Columbia, and Big Sky), as well as region-

wide listening sessions on Zoom.   

Many may wonder what the Northern Lights Region of the Christian Church (Disciples 

of Christ) is AND what role a Regional Minister plays in a region.   

While governed at the congregational level, ALL 

of the Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ) in 

Alaska, Washington, Northern Idaho, and 

Montana make up the Northern Lights Region.   

It is through the Northern Lights Region that our 

churches are connected with each other and with 

the general Disciples church in Indianapolis. 

Our Regional Minister-President serves many vital roles:  clergy and congregational 

care, regional program oversight, Search and Call assistance, administrative 

responsibilities, denominational and ecumenical representation, and promoting the 

Northern Lights Region’s vision and mission.   

We are confident that God is already working to prepare our region for a new Regional 

Minister AND preparing our new Regional Minister for us!  That is why the Search 

Committee is eager to hear your thoughts as we walk through the process together.   

Watch the Northern Lights Region calendar as listening sessions are scheduled. 

Prayerfully, 

   Karrin Lewis 

   Chair, Northern Lights Regional Minister Search Committee 

Regional Minister Search Team updates & next steps 

Together, we are: 

northernlightsdisciples.org/calendar
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Gwinwood Retreat Ctr. 2022 meeting  
Saturday, Nov. 12th at 11 am on Zoom 

Save the date!  Did you know that many Disciples congregations 

in the Northern Lights Region’s western Washington locale are 

considered “owner churches” of what is now known as 

Gwinwood Retreat Center, nestled in beautiful wooded acreage 

on sparkling Hicks Lake in Lacey, WA?  This hidden gem was 

purchased in 1947 and ownership has been held by Disciples 

congregations ever since. 

The retreat center’s bylaws call for an annual meeting of these 

shareholders to make decisions, nominate trustees from the 

congregations, update the owners—and this year, share the 

successes of coming out of a pandemic with a bright future. 

The meeting is open to all, but each Disciples owner church may 

distinguish three persons each year—the pastor and two 

congregants—to represent their congregation as voters.  Be sure 

your owner congregation has a voice!  Select your delegates for 

2022 and let the Regional Office know who they are! 

Also on the annual meeting’s docket is the ratification of a new 

slate of trustees for Gwinwood. The Board of Trustees is made 

up of an ex officio representative of the Region and seven 

trustees. These members must be the pastor or participants of a 

Disciples owner congregation. The term is three years and 

meetings are held every one to two months, currently on Zoom.  

It’s an important and exciting time to be part of the future!  

This year two new trustees will be joining the team—will one 

of them be you?  If you’d like to lend your skills and passion for 

supporting Gwinwood Retreat Center, please contact Robin in 

the Regional Office to be added to the nominations. 

(robin@northernlightsdisciples.org). 

Sacred Seasons Retreat:  
Spiritual Wisdom of Fall & Winter | Sept. 30–Oct. 1 

The Celtic tradition embraces a deep connection to the rhythms 

of the natural world. The constant shifting and unfolding of the 

seasons offers invitations to attune our inner landscape to the 

world around us and receive both its gifts and challenges. 

Through this dynamic interaction with natural rhythms, we 

become more attuned to ourselves. 

In this time of retreat, you will explore the spiritual wisdom and 

invitations of the dark half of the year, Fall and Winter. Rooted in 

Celtic Spirituality, this retreat offers practices that open us to the 

sacred presence at the heart of all things, and nurture an 

attunement to nature's rhythms. Much of this retreat will be 

outdoors, so come ready for the weather. 

You will also have ample time to enjoy the beautiful 29-acre 

grounds of the Gwinwood Retreat Center.  

Westwood at Gwinwood Retreat Center 

6015 30th Ave SE, Lacey, WA  98503 

$200 retreat fee includes meals, a private sleeping room  

with shared bathrooms, and all retreat activities. 

Space is limited -- Sign up now 

• Renew your spirit on trails winding 18 acres of forest 

• Restore your heart on the lakefront - canoeing, kayaking, or 

just relaxing 

• Center your mind walking the woodland labyrinth 

About the Retreat Leader 

Kara Markell is a retreat leader, 

spiritual companion, and pastor. 

Her spirituality is rooted in the 

Celtic Christian tradition, in which 

the Earth is known as the Big Book 

of Wisdom and the original 

sanctuary. Kara has studied with 

Jon Philip Newell and Christine 

Valters Paintner, and is the spiritual 

guide for Evergreen Wild Church in 

Kirkland, WA and pastor for Lake Washington Christian Church. 

Save 
the 

Date! 

mailto:robin@northernlightsdisciples.org?subject=Gwinwood%20voting%20delegates%20from%20my%20congregation
gwinwood.org
https://checkout.square.site/buy/HAUKGW4FVR2ODDYWZFBYCO47
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September 18 - 24, 2022 
 

All Pilgrims Christian Church 
500 Broadway E, Seattle, WA 98102 

(206) 322-0487 

Minister: Greg Turk 

Email: office@allpilgrims.org  |  Website  |  Facebook  

At All Pilgrims Christian Church we are a faith community that 

truly values and celebrates diversity. Into our fifth decade as 

an open and affirming congregation, our vision is to be a 

welcoming people, following Christ's example by journeying 

to encounter the Holy, live faithfully, and do justice. We are a 

community of diverse, progressive Christians which gather on 

Capitol Hill (Seattle) for spiritual formation that compels us to 

action. Creation care, work for racial justice, and the five 

meals per week that we host with Community Lunch on 

Capitol Hill for those in need are a few manifestations of our 

mission and ministry. Please continue to support our dreams 

in God’s work with your prayers. 

 

September 18 - 24, 2022 
 

Northwest Christian Church 
7503 18th Avenue NW, Seattle, WA 98117 

206-784-4690 

Minister: Ellie Leech 

Email: office@nwchristianchurch.org  |  Website  |  Facebook  

Northwest Christian Church is celebrating its 125th year of 

ministry, and coming up on 75 years in our current location in 

Ballard, Seattle. After over a year of renovations to our 

building and two years of hybrid-ministry during COVID, we 

are excited to make use of our space this fall! We host a 

preschool, an AA group, a Girl Scout troop, and more in our 

building; we hope to grow in our ability to serve our 

neighborhood. As we seek to become a “bigger church”, we 

hope that we might first become “bigger Christians”— that 

we might dive deeper into God’s word, ask bigger questions 

of the Spirit, and boldly follow God’s call.  Please be in prayer 

for our youth ministry and outreach ministries, and for the 

people we hope to serve. 

http://www.allpilgrims.org/
https://www.facebook.com/allpilgrims.christianchurch/
mailto:office@nwchristianchurch.org
https://www.nwchristianchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/nwchristianchurchseattle
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Central Christian Church in Billings, MT will hold their 16th Annual 

Fall Book Sale the week of Monday, October 3rd through 

Saturday, October 8th from 10 am to 4 pm. This is the Northwest's 

largest book sale with over 80,000 books! 

The book sales were started and have been run by church 

volunteer Ron May for over 16 years and continue to grow.  

Volunteers spend the entire year gathering and organizing books, 

then setting them up twice a year (there’s also a Spring Book 

Sale!). Funds raised go toward Central CC’s budgeted programs, 

with a percentage donated to a local charity or cause each year.   

In all those 16 years, the pricing has stayed the same—and is a 

steal at 50¢ cents for paperback books and $1.00 for hardcover!  

There will also be DVDs, CDs, and vinyl records on hand, even 

games and puzzles! Be sure to stop by to peruse the titles and see 

what goodies you can head home with! 

For more information visit www.billingsccc.org/book-sale 

Central Christians Church 

1221 16th St. W 

Billings, MT 59102  

Join quilters from around the Northern Lights Region at Cane 

Ridge West!  Sponsored by Central Christian Church in Great 

Falls, MT, the 21st Anniversary Quilting in the Pines retreat will 

begin Friday afternoon, October 7th; attendees may stay to 

Sunday the 9th ($100) or Monday the 10th ($150).  Fee 

covers lodging, meals, snacks, cleaning, and misc. 

Download the brochure and registration form,  

with the supplies list for this year's projects, fun facts and  

what to expect, items to pack, and so much more -- HERE.  

Postmark registrations NO 

LATER THAN September 21st.  

Make check payable to: 

LeAnn Budeski 

Memo: Quilting in the Pines 

Mail registration & check to: 

Central Christian Church 

ATTN: LeAnn Budeski 

1025 Central Ave. 

Great Falls, MT  59401 

Registration is limited to 20 people on a first-come, first-served 

basis.  Please contact retreat coordinators and queen quilters 

LeAnn or Wendy for more information: 

LeAnn Budeski                    Wendy Wedum (retreat projects) 

bbudeski@bresnan.net                   wedum1025@gmail.com 

406-750-2267                                                         406-750-0147 

Central CC (Billings) Fall Book Sale! Central CC (Great Falls) Quilting Retreat! 

http://www.billingsccc.org/book-sale
caneridgwest.org
caneridgwest.org
https://mcusercontent.com/56c74f84c9a3c6cbcff61323e/files/c7b232e1-a843-8b38-9d04-ecfad9c824ec/QITP_2022_flyer.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/56c74f84c9a3c6cbcff61323e/files/c7b232e1-a843-8b38-9d04-ecfad9c824ec/QITP_2022_flyer.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/56c74f84c9a3c6cbcff61323e/files/c7b232e1-a843-8b38-9d04-ecfad9c824ec/QITP_2022_flyer.pdf
mailto:bbudeski@bresnan.net?subject=Quilting%20in%20the%20Pines
mailto:wedum1025@gmail.com?subject=Quilting%20in%20the%20Pines
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Three years ago, Northern California-

Nevada Regional Minister, Rev. Dr. 

LaTaunya Bynum had the idea of a multi-

regional Men’s Ministry virtual retreat.  

Since, Pacific SW and Arizona regions have 

joined the CCNC-N for an annual tri-regional 

virtual retreat. 2022 will be the third, and this year it’s being 

shared beyond the usual areas by calling it a multi-regional 

retreat, with the goal of having as many laughs as possible and 

"reclaiming the spiritual power of humor" (Rev. Susan Sparks). 

The speaker will be Rick Hall, Disciple and well-known 

storyteller, perfect for an event based on laughter!  

The CCNC-N Region recently shared this article about Rick in 

their e-newsletter, Regional Voice.  Says Rick, “I’m looking 

forward to leading part of the multi-regional men’s gathering 

and visiting my old DOC family. I’ll be telling some favorite 

stories and then encourage the men to find their own 

stories. I am certain that we all have a story to tell and that 

we will enjoy laughing with our church family.”   

Register for just $25 at this link! 

Disciples Men's Ministries Multi-Regional (Virtual) Retreat 
Laughter Breaks Down Walls - Saturday, November 12, from 1-4:30 pm 

https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Regional-Voices---September-8--2022.html?soid=1101684025411&aid=V7wg62am0Qc
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Regional-Voices---September-8--2022.html?soid=1101684025411&aid=V7wg62am0Qc
https://ccncn.regfox.com/20221112-tri-regional-mens-retreat

