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Greetings Northern Lights Family, 

During this Epiphany season I have been studying and meditating using Troy Bronsink's 

book DRAWN IN: A Creative Process for Artists, Activists, and Jesus Followers.   

Something he writes about God patiently hovering caught my imagination. Referring to 

the Creation story he writes, "The Earth was formless and void, and yet God didn't rush 

it. God, or more specifically the Spirit of God, hovered.  Hovering is the creative posture 

of patience." 

The picture of a hovering, patient God is a 

powerful image to me.  

Hovering evokes energy, presence. I think of 

the wings of the hummingbird hovering 

nearby—not quite silent, there is a kind of 

buzzing from their wings.  I have a 

hummingbird feeder in my backyard and there 

are several birds that feed, but there is one 

hummingbird that shows up consistently and 

regularly. When the feeder gets low she chirps 

at me, she follows me in my yard hovering at 

eye level reminding me to check the feeder. 

She is gentle and patient while also being 

insistent. She hovers until I fill the feeder. 

The Northern Lights Region is in a search process for a new Regional Minister. Perhaps it 

feels slow and unmoving to you. Change is rarely comfortable.  I invite you to allow 

yourselves to be drawn into the presence of the hovering God. Trust that God's Spirit is 

at work. The unrushed hovering presence of a God whose love is limitless, whose imagi-

nation is beyond our own, who desires our presence and invites us to be co-creators in 

the process… God who needs for us to participate, to do our part… to fill the feeder. 

Join me in holding our search committee and the process in prayer. 

Blessings, 

Rev. Amy LaCroix, Regional Moderator 

A Moment with the Moderator 

Regional Moderator, Rev. Dr. Amy LaCroix 
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From the Regional Minister Search Committee, January 2023 

At our November 2022 meeting the committee decided not 

to meet in December.  During that time Debbie Jennison 

graciously offered to collate the data from the many Zoom 

and in-person listening sessions held around the region. 

At the January 2023 meeting, Debbie updated us on her 

progress.  Since the information from the listening sessions 

will be used to write the Regional Profile AND the Regional 

Minister Position Description, as well as three or four 

questions for applicants to respond to in their letter of 

interest, Debbie is going through the data again to pull out 

those pieces specific to the position of Regional Minister.  She 

plans to send out the collated results to the committee to 

review prior to our next meeting (February 9, 2023).   

We talked about the importance of NOT rushing the timeline 

for our work (typically 12-18 months): 

1) to allow the region 

to experience an 

intentional interim time 

between Sandy’s 

departure and when 

the new regional 

minister is called, and  

2) to take time to carefully sift through, prioritize, and make 

use of the information we gathered from the listening 

sessions – which will be the focus of our February meeting. 

We thank all those who participated in the listening sessions 

and ask everyone to continue to hold us and our work in your 

prayers. 

Epiphany Blessings,   

Karrin Lewis, Chair 

Northern Lights Regional Minister Search Committee 

 An intentional interim time 

February 17-20, 2022 

Cane Ridge West—Lincoln, MT 

FCC Missoula and FCC Hamilton invite all young adults to 

a Young Adult Retreat for ages 18-30(ish). Young adults 

from around the Northern Lights Region and beyond are 

welcome and encouraged to attend.  This event will 

include times of community building, relaxing, 

meditation, group discussion, and sharing meals.  

Invite a friend, invite a previous youth camp attendee 

that you haven’t connected with in a while, invite a 

coworker who just needs a relaxing and comfortable 

time away. 

Participants are welcome to participate in as much or as 

little as they wish to. 

Registration is now open at 

fcchamiltonmt.org/ya-retreat 

Register now! 

 Young Adult Meetup @ CRW 

fcchamiltonmt.org/ya-retreat
fcchamiltonmt.org/ya-retreat
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Winter Talk is an opportunity for Canadian 

and US siblings to gather, eat, learn, and 

talk about the Doctrine of Discovery’s 

impact on North American peoples. All are 

welcomed to Winter Talk; a place and 

space of accountability to American 

Indignity where the Indigenous voice is 

principle in an exploration of the past, an 

understanding of the present, and a visioning of 

the future.  
 

Winter Talk 2023 

February 13-15, 2023 

at Phillips Theological Seminary in Tulsa, Oklahoma— 

also available online 

hosted by Center for Indigenous Ministries (DoC),  

formerly Yakama Christian Mission 

Winter Talk is a three-day conversation at Phillips Theological 

Seminary in Tulsa, Oklahoma on the Christian Doctrine of 

Discovery (DOD) and its influence on Christian theology and 

polity.  Hosted by Center for Indigenous Ministries (DOC).  

Indigenous Religious Spheres: 

Incursions, Resistance, and Integration 

2023 Keynote Speakers:   

Dr. Lisa Barnett, Northern Cherokee of 

Missouri and Arkansas, and Assistant 

Professor of American Religious History at 

Phillips Theological Seminary.   

 

 

Rev. Joshua Shawnee, Shawnee and 

Delaware, serves as Education and Social 

Services Director of the Shawnee Tribe 

and pastor of the Parish Church of St. 

Jerome. 

For info on registering, pricing, and more,  

visit the Center for Indigenous Ministries:   

centerforindigenousministries.org/winter-talk-2020 

General or virtual attendees: $100 

Retired clergy: $60 || Seminary Students: $50  

The Christian Church (Disciples 

of Christ) has received a grant 

of $1 million from Lilly 

Endowment Inc. to help 

support and equip Disciples for 

the task of preaching the good news.  

The program, preliminarily called The Proclamation Project, 

will kick off later this month with a virtual preaching 

workshop and a sermon series resource for preachers to use in 

preparation for next summer’s General Assembly.  As the 

program takes shape, it will grow to include a resource library 

with new and curated preaching materials, support for 

preachers in bi-vocational settings, cohort groups, and learning 

opportunities for Disciples preachers. 

“I am thrilled that we will be 

able to offer this level of 

support to preachers in local 

congregations,” said Rev. Terri 

Hord Owens, Disciples of 

Christ General Minister and President. “We know that 

preachers are hungry for resources they can trust, hungry for 

connection with other preachers, hungry to hear good 

preaching themselves. We understand that proclamation is 

not a discrete task but is intricately tied to the whole of 

ministry:  from the prophetic to the pastoral to the 

educational.  As we continue to imagine new ways of being 

church, the Proclamation Project will help Disciples offer the 

authentic, Spirit-filled preaching the world needs.”   

 Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) receives $1M grant 

:  Winter Talk 2023 

Learn more at disciples.org/congregations/ccdoc-receives-grant-from-lilly-endowment-inc 
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Louisville, Kentucky  ::  July 29-August 1, 2023 

Open to ALL Disciples, the biennial General Assembly of the 

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) is not just for clergy.  

Congregational leadership and laypersons are also welcome 

to attend.  A wonderful, broad look at the larger Church, the 

General Assembly brings together folk from across our 

denomination both near and far.  Assembly events include 

worship, educational opportunities, mission and outreach, 

and fellowship.  If you've ever wondered or had curiosity 

about assemblies—general or regional—consider learning 

more about the 2023 assembly at ga.disciples.org! 

Save the date to join Disciples across the church as we 

gather in person and digitally. 

Registration is underway!   

Register now and find more information at 

ga.disciples.org. 

Thank you to the 67 ordained and commissioned pastors and 

chaplains who have responded or returned their annual 

standing renewal forms to date.  Well done - we are over 

halfway there! 

If you are an active clergyperson holding standing in the 

Northern Lights Region, you are required to renew that 

standing annually and were sent an email or letter on 

December 21st explaining the process for submitting the 

form.  Please return or submit NO LATER THAN January 20, 

2023. Information from the forms will be shared with the 

Region's Commission on Ministry for their review. 

Failure to complete the form may jeopardize your standing.  

If you didn’t get the email but think you should have, if the 

instructions aren’t cooperating, or for any other support, 

reach out to Regional Administrator Robin Crabb at 

robin@northernlightsdisciples.org or at 253-893-7202 x1. 

Thank you for your attention to this recordkeeping!  

The period for reporting 2022 congregational data to ALEX 

for the Yearbook and Directory is now open.  Please 

complete your congregation's information submission NO 

LATER THAN FEBRUARY 25, 2023.  

The ALEX Yearbook Report for this year is significantly 

shorter. Congregations will have the option to provide 

additional data via a supplemental survey. The 2023 

Yearbook Report Worksheet will help congregational 

reporters gather the information they will need prior to 

beginning the ALEX Yearbook Report. The worksheet is 

available as a PDF from the OGMP Help Center. Need help? 

Visit ccdoc-ogmp.freshdesk.com/support/home. 

 Clergy standing renewal season!  2023 General Assembly 

 ALEX church data entry time! 
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 Cane Ridge West - Lincoln, MT 

• GMPK Camp - July 7-9 

(Entering Grades 1-3w/ parent, grandparent, guardian) 

• Kids Camp - July 10-15 

(Entering Grades 2-3) 

• Junior Camp - July 10-15 

(Entering Grades 4-5) 

• ChiRho/CYF - July 17-22 

(Entering Grade 6-HS Grad) 

Gwinwood Retreat Ctr. - Lacey, WA 

• Kids Camp - July 10-13 

(Entering Grades 2-3) 

• Junior Camp - July 10-15 

(Entering Grades 4-5) 

• ChiRho/CYF - July 10-15 

(Entering Grade 6-HS Grad) 

Watch for info on Early Bird discounts,  

Multi-payment plans, Church scholarships... and more! 

SAVE THESE DATES! 
Mark your calendars NOW to plan ahead for 2023 Summer Camps in the Northern Lights Region! 

Registration will start in February with special Early Bird savings. 


