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A Moment with the Moderator

Regi onal Moderator, Rev. John Keen

A thought along the Lenten journey:

One hundred seconds until midnight. That is what time it is according to the
Doomsday Clock. According to their website the world is a 100 seconds from doom.

If you are not aware of the Doomsday Clock and what it is, here is a little information

from their website:tFounded in 1945 by Al bert Ein
scientsts who helped develop the frst
Bull etn of the Atomic Scientsts creat
the imagery of apocalypse (midnight)

explosion (countdown to zero) to conyv
Doomsday Clock is se&t Scvieernyc ey eaanrd bSye ctu
consultaton with its Board of Sponsor
has become a universallyQregcbgeaei akidl i
catastrophe from nuclear weapons, cli

ot her domai ns.

| was patting myself on the back for having survived the latest Daylight Saving Time
when | stumbled upon this enlightening bit of news about time... and doom. Need
less to say, | am not patting myself on the back right now. Less than two minutes and
well, maybe all those dgloom and doomé prophets of the Apocalypse are right. With
Russia waging war against Ukraine and considering nuclear weapons in their
onslaught... | can see how the clock inched closer to midnight. After the past summer
and the meek winter in Montana... climate change is for real and inches even closer
to midnight. With everything going haywire in the world right now... the growing
divisiveness... and the general uncivility of the human race towards one another... |
guess | am amazed that there is even 100 seconds before the clock strikes midnight.

| have heard it said that &time waits for no one€ @that is the case, then we are
running out of time. But there is hope! The clock has been set at& M Sefonds
before midnight€ for three years running now. Rachel Bronson, president and CEO of
theBul | et n of t h,atateA: BSetting tite Dddrastag Glotk sathyear is
meant to carry a message of hope and remind us we have the ability to reduce these
seemingly unsurmountable threats and of our responsibility to future generations. It
tells us we can beat the odds.€

(Contnued® on



https://thebulletin.org/doomsday-clock/current-time/
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We can beat the odds... we can make a difference... afterall, Northern Lights Regional Assembly, May 20-22
we are the children of God, the followers of Jesus. Jesus has

When Disciples from Alaska to Washington to North Idaho to
shown us the way. Jesus has shown us how to lay down our  \gontana became one Region, we hoped our unity would extend
weapons... how to live in peace. Jesus has called us to be beyond geography. —

stewards of life... human and that of creation... to take care ~ We imagined becoming a ﬁ
of that which has been endowed into our care. Jesus has Community of Communities /4 \
shown us that there is plenty for everyone with lots left over. which would follow the

Jesus has shown us how to treat one anotherX how to love. guidance of the Spirit and AUthentlc Unlty

e . , . grow into a body which Make every effort to keep yourselves united in
He said it simply: OLove the Lord your God with all your heart  (acembled Christ@ own the Spirit, binding yourselves together with peace.

Ephesi 9
and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your  nature. We imagined D

strength. The second is this: Wove your neighbor as yourself.Q helping to bring about GodQ \ \\_//

There is no commandment greater than these.£ Mk 1 -3 1 3 Bew Creation by doing
together things no one individual or congregation could do alone.

(

Jesus shows us the way and then asks us to follow. In this we
Now, during this time of division and distrust in our nation, itQ

only natural we would gravitate toward unity as the theme of our
first in-person Northern Lights Regional Assembly. After all, the
make a difference. slogan QUnity is our Polar Star Gis at the heart of our identity as
Disciples. But what kind of unity do we seek?

can make a difference. In this we can slow down the clock. In
this we inch closer to seeing the Kingdom of God. We can

6Setng the Clock is mednt
carry a messa
remind us we ha
reduce seemingl ‘
threats and of l?
to future generflatian

we can beat ,elo\,
Rachel Bronson, president & CEO,

As the Assembly Planning Team listened to voices across our
opye a Re‘éion, we discovered a desire to create relationships and

b i | skricturestth@t go beyond mere merger. We heard about a longing
r U n tod&ticiBate in real conversations without fear of being labeled

e S plo n schiéiot ckhdt.¥ We noticed the hunger for truth-telling, including
IIt taekhowledgeament of our uncomfortable histories.

What our Region seeks is unity that is AUTHENTIC.

AUTHENTIC UNITY involves the willingness to tell our own story
and honor the stories of others. ThatQ why we have invited Kaitlin
Curtice to share her journey of self-discovery and to lead us to

As much as the season of Lent is a burr in our rear ends, we reflect on our own formation histories.
cannot ignore its call upon our lives as the followers of Jesus.  AUTHENTIC UNITY requires safe space where we can talk about
We must take serious its invitation to examine and discern what matters. That@ why we have planned lots of structured

our faith journeys... to discover what obstacles are impeding ~ conversation to be bounded by a Covenant of Engagement and
informal times to connect in the welcoming gathering spaces of

Templin's on the River in Post Falls, ID.

AUTHENTIC UNITY entails dismantling racism and gender bias from
our life together. ThatQ why the Assembly is coupled with Anti-
Racism training for our ministers and other Regional Leaders and
Despite what the Doomsday Clock says... | have hope. God why we will give close attention to business items regarding new
believes we can do it. Now we only have to believe it ethnic congregations, new Regional Officers, and a new Regional
ourselves. This is just a Lenten thought as I... as we... trudge ~ Minister Search Committee.

through the season of Lent. | end it with a simple prayer for ~ Most of all, we want our Assembly to be a joyful, hopeful event
that empowers each of us to carry out our various ministries

through worship, music, and laughter!

our progress in establishing GodQkingdom in our time. Look-
ing at what the Spirit is throwing at us as we look at the shape
of the world today, | would say we have plenty to consider as
we trudge towards the promise of dlife€ revealed on Easter.

us all: dTraveling mercies.€
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Inspiring Speakers and Worship...

Kaitlin Curtice is a Native American Christian author and
speaker. As an enrolled member of the Potawatomi Citizen
Band and someone who has grown up in the Christian faith,
Kaitlin writes on the intersection of Indigenous spirituality,
faith in everyday life, and the church.

Her firstbook, G| ory Happeni ng:
P | a, wa mublished with Paraclete Press in 2017. A series of
50 essays and prayers, it focuses on finding the sacred in
everyday life. Kaitlin@new book NA T | V E: |l dent
and Redi s ¢goanmweeutih Mag2028 with Brazos
Press,and wasnamed by P u b | @ s We & kReligion and
Spirituality book to watch for. More information on Kaitlin can
be found under the Speaker tab on the Regional Assembly
event page:
https://northernlightsdisciples.org/2022-regional-assembly

Sandy Messick — Our preacher for Sunday Morning will be our
Regional Minister, Sandy Messick. We look forward to
celebrating with her in her final worship service in the
Northern Lights Region and hearing her message based on
Ephesians 4:1-6.

The worship and plenary gatherings
will be held in person and streamed on Zoom.

Northern Lights Reflections

Meaningful Workshops...

Join one of three in-person workshops on Saturday afternoon:

Experiencing Wild Church:

Spend some time exploring the spiritual gifts of the more-than-
human world in this taste of Wild Church. This gathering will
encourage contemplation and communion with Spirit in the

Fi n ddruPai@uorld, Bofhetifds dhlledtt dbig Bbok Bf ¥chptutedrd Y

the Goriginal cathedral.€ We will ground our journey in
scripture and prayer, wander the landscape, and share the
§ift of ouPrithé t8gBtikr. Jdif experienced Wild Church
guides, Rev. Greg Turk and Rev. Dr. Kara Markell, in a time of
deepening spiritual connection with God, self, and others
within the beloved community of creation.

Global Ministries:

Both Andrew Larsen, Mission Co-Worker to the Philippines
and Mary Olney-Loyd, Co-Chair of Global Ministries
Committee will share. Bring your questions!

Hear from Mission Co-Worker Andrew Larsen about lessons
and stories from working alongside our global siblings.
Community, shared ministry, and strengthening relationships
are all vital to the global church we engage with. Even if you
are not planning to engage in international mission work —
these are valuable lessons that can be applied to our daily lives
while walking the path of Jesus Christ.

Go deeper in understanding our new partnership with Justapaz
and CEDECOL (Peace Commission of the Evangelical Council of
Colombia) in Colombia. What are strengths and joys,
challenges and needs in Colombia? What can we learn from
Christians in Colombia? How can we live into our new
partnership?

Becoming a Welcoming Region:

Revs. Laura Jean Allen and Stephen Underwood will lead this
group for a beginning discussion on becoming an Open and
Affirming Region. What would that involve? What would that
mean (and not mean) for our congregations? Come join the
discussion as we explore the possibilities and process.

The workshop sessions will be available in person only.



https://northernlightsdisciples.org/2022-regional-assembly

Fellowship and celebration...

Throughout the weekend there will be opportunities for
gathering, connecting, and building relationships across our
region. For those gathered in person, Saturday evening will
provide an opportunity for a Regional Banquet (included in
your registration cost) with entertainment by the Drum
Brothers from western Montana.
https://drumbrothers.com/about.htm

Stay by the River at Templin@ Resort

The Region has a block of rooms reserved at the Red Lion
TemplinQResort in Post Falls. Follow this link to the hotel
website: https://www.redlion.com/red-lion-hotels/id/post-
falls/red-lion-hotel-templins-river/

To reserve your room under the RegionQblock and
negotiated rates, check out the Where to Stay tab on the
Regional Assembly Event page:
https://northernlightsdisciples.org/2022-regional-assembly

Please note: rooms are limited under the special assembly
rate and must be reserved by Thursday, May 5, 2022.

Celebrate the many ministries across
the Northern Lights Region...

During our business sessions we will celebrate our new
congregations, a new Global Ministry partnership with Justapaz, a
peace and justice organization in Colombia, as well as hear about
the work of our ministry teams. We will elect our new officers for
the next biennium, and celebrate the gifts of those completing
their tenures. The business sessions will be held in person and
streamed on Zoom.

Two ways to attend the Assembly:

In Person: Join us in person beginning on Friday evening through
Sunday morning. Registration includes both Saturday lunch and
dinner.

Online: We will use Zoom to include our online participants for
worship on Friday evening, Saturday morning keynotes and
business session, Saturday afternoon business session, and Sunday
morning worship. There is a registration fee for the online access.
9AGKSNI g1 @& @2dz I gSyRx &2
G§KNRdAK GKS wS3IAz2ylf 1 aas
KgLBEYKkY2NIKSNYf A-BE & &R EH DK X &
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Ministerio Bethesda, ' Harrisar
Arlington, WA e 82 _
| . StoMaries
Minister: Elena Parra JPlummer e
Ministerio Bethesda began in 2018 as a new church startin Don® Miss: Pre-Assemny Events

the Everett, WA area. Founded by Disciples from Southern

California, Elena and Javier Parra, this congregation has

managed to persevere through COVID. In 2021 they officially =~ Thursday, May 19, 2022, 6:30 pm -
came under the Northern Lights Region as a Congregation in Dinner for Ministers and Partners:
Formation and Pastor Elena was commissioned by Barlow@ Restaurant, Liberty Lake, WA

Commission on Ministry. Friday, May 20, May 19, 2022, 9 am to 4 pm -

Please pray for this young congregation as they seek to

reach out to their community in Arlington. TemplinQon the River, Post Falls, ID

Come early for these pre-Assembly events:

Anti-Racism Training for Ministers and Regional Leaders:

2022

Assembly
of the

Northern

Authentic Unity Lights

Make every effort to keep yourselves united in
the Spirit, binding yourselves together with peace.

Ephesians 4:3
/ May 20-22

\\_7 Templin’s on the River

Post Falls, Idaho

Region
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